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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1939. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Hexham. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hexham  Urban  District 
Council  : — 

* 

Gentlemen — 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1939. 

This  report  does  not  take  the  usual  form,  being  con- 
densed in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (Circular  2067),  and  is  mainly  statistical. 

During  the  last  four  months  of  the  period  under  review, 
we  were  at  war. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  PATTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sec.  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,926 

Estimated  Population,  1939  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,292 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  end  of  1939,  according 

to  Rate  Book  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,695 

Rateable  Value  and  Sum  Represented  by  a Penny 
Rate  (£69,844)  ...  ...  ...  ...  £266 


5s.  9d. 
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Social  Conditions,  including  Industries  carried  on 

in  the  Area. 

No  large  industries  ; nothing  affecting  Public  Health. 
Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births. 

Total  m.  f. 

Legitimate  ...  106  ...  53  ...  53 

Illegitimate  ...  3 ...  2 ...  1 

Still  Births. 

Total  m.  f. 

Legitimate  ...  8 ...  2 ...  6 

Illegitimate  ...  2 ...  1 ...  1 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  Population  ...  12.1 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births  ...  13.2 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Rate  per  1,000 
Total  (Live  and  Still) 
Deaths  Births 

No.  29 — Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  Nil.  ...  Nil. 

No.  30 — Other  Puerperal  ...  ...  Nil.  ...  Nil. 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil.  ...  Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  36.6 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  37.7 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live 

Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  26 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  Nil 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population...  15.6 
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DEATHS. — Age  Groups  in  each  Ward,  also  Adult,  Infant 

and  Uncertified  Deaths. 


Wards. 

Gilesgate. 

Leazes. 

Priestpopple. 

Hencotes. 

►4 

H 

O 

H 

Age  Groups  : — 

0—1 

1 O 

1 

— 

2 

1 

4 

1 —  z 

2— 5 

- ... 

. . .. 

2 

--  - 

2 

5—15 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

15—25 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

25 — 45 

1 

2 

6 

— 

9 

45—65 

12 

9 

13 

6 

40 

65—75 

9 

7 

14 

7 

37 

Over  75 

11 

18 

11 

10 

50 

Totals  all  ages  ... 

35 

36 

50 

24 

145 

Uncert.  M.  ... 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

2 

F.  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Infant  M.  ... 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

\ 

F.  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

[ 145 

Adult.  M.  ... 

21 

15 

24 

10 

70 

F.  ... 

13 

21 

24 

13 

71 

) 
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The  chief  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following 
Tables  : — 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

M. 

F. 

Typhoid  Fever,  etc. 

— 



Measles 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— • 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Influenza 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

2 

4 

Other  Tuberculosis 

1 

— ■ 

Syphilis  ... 

— 

— 

Gen.  Paralysis  of  Insane,  etc. 

1 

— 

Cancer 

18 

8 

Diabetes 

■ — 

3 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

2 

• — • 

Heart  Disease  ... 

19 

15 

Aneurysm 

— • 

1 

Other  Circulatory 

5 

10 

Bronchitis 

5 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

Other  Respiratory 

— 

— 

Peptic  Ulcer 

— 

1 

Diarrhoea,  etc.,  (under  2 years) 

— 

— 

Appendicitis 

— 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— 

— 

Other  Liver  Diseases  ... 

— 

1 

Other  Digestive 

— 

• — 

Nephritis 

3 

10 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— • 

Other  Puerperal 

— 

— 

Congenital  Causes,  etc — 

1 

2 

Senility  ... 

4 

4 

Suicide  ... 

1 

1 

Other  Violence  ... 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  Causes  ... 

9 

6 

Ill-defined  Causes 

73 

72 

TOTAL  

i 

145 
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Infant  Mortality. — There  were  4 deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  as  compared  with  6 in  1938.  The 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  36.6  per  thousand  births  compared 
with  47.2  for  1938. 
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Deaths. 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — There  were  no  cases  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  during  the  year  under  review. 


TUBERCULOSIS. — New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1939  :■ — 


Age  periods. 

New  Cases 

Nett  Deaths  in  Hex- 
ham Urban  District 

Pulm 

onary 

Non 

Pulm 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Dulm 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—1 

1—5 

5—15 

— 

1 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15— 25 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

25—35 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35  45 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45—55 

— 

2 

— - 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

55—65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  & over 

Totals 

3 

7 

3 

1 

2 

4 

1 

* — • 

Cases 

Notified. 

| 

Deaths. 

Gilesgate  Ward 

6 

5 

Leazes  Ward 

1 

— 

Priestpopple  Ward 

6 

2 

Hencotes  Ward 

1 

— 

14 

7 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

Does  not  differ  in  essentials  from  the  report  of  the 
previous  year. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation,  1939. 


Total 
number  of 
Children 
Immunised 

Pre- 

School 

Children 

School 

Children 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

128 

3 

125 
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HEXHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

(H.  MITCHELL,  A.R.San.l.,  M.S.I.A.) 

For  the  Year  1939, 
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VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS. 

Slaughter  House  572 

Knackers’  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Housing  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Housing  Re-Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

House-to-House  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

House-to-house  Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  279 

Overcrowding  Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

Houses  measured  ...  ...  ...  ...  »..  ...  ...  58 

Markets  and  Marts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Farms  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Milk  Shops,  Dairies,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Public  Health  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Public  Health  Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Shops,  Foodstores,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  290 

Smoke  Abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Factories  and  Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Bakehouse  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Infectious  Disease  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Infectious  Disease  Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Disinfection  at  Schools...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Visits  to  Travelling  Shows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Various  nuisance  visits...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Choked  Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Filthy  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Verminous  Houses  and  Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Disinfestation  of  Rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Water  Supply  (not  housing)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

New  drainage  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

,,  ,,  Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

Reconstructed  drainage  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

,,  ,,  Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Evacuation  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

Military  Billets  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 


Total 


* • 


...  2,542 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  EFFECTED,  1939. 


Hexham  Urban  District. 
Inspector — H.  Mitchell. 


r > 

t,  • rH 

< <u 
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4->  O 


*31 

in 


Total 


c n 
CO 


03 

■R> 


<U 


R 
R 


CO 


R 

o 

CJ 


CD 

bn 

R 

R 

• r— I 

R 

T“ ^ 
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Privies  abolished... 

„ repaired  ... 

Privy  ashpits  abolished  ... 

„ ,,  roofed  or  repaired 

Pail-closets  abolished 
Water  closets  provided  ... 

,,  „ repaired  ... 

Sanitary  bins  provided 
,,  ,,  renewed 


5 

15 


23 

9 

5 


5 

15 

23 

9 

5 


New  drains  constructed 
Drains  repaired  or  constructed  . 
Additional  gullies  provided 
Old  gullies  replaced 
Scullery  sinks  provided  ... 

,,  waste  pipes  repaired  . 
,,  „ trapped 

Yards  repaired  or  reconstructed 


40 

18 

120 


2 

2 

7 


42 

20 

127 


4 


19 


19 


& ^ 
■tj  P-1 
T3  ft 


Sources  closed  or  discontinued  — No.  of  houses  affected 
New  service  provided  ...  45  ,,  ,,  „ 


40 


Rivers  Pollution — 
Cases  detected 
Remedied 

S.D.  Works  provided 


Particulars- 


Nil. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report,  Year  ending  Dec.  31st,  1939. 

[Sanitary  Officers’  Order,  1926,  Art.  19  (15).] 
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D.— HOUSING. 

HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 

With  State  Unaided  Total. 


Assistance. 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  — — — 

(b)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  ...  — 19  19 


1.— Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  Year  : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  497 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  36 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  327 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  9 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation...  ...  48 


2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or  its 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

“notices”  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  — 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices — 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  — 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  Housing  Act, 

1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  12 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  — 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  7 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


16 


4.  — Number  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings 

and  not  included  above 

5.  — Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 


year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  53 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  353 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  118 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 

have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding...  — 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ...  ...  ...  — 

H.  MITCHELL,  Inspector. 


FOOD  INSPECTION,  1939. 


■ 1 

Legal 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Surrendered 

Seized 

Pro- 

ceedings 

stones 

lbs. 

Beef  (home-killed) 

724 

1 

,,  (Imported) 

• . . 

. . . 

Mutton  (home-killed) 

68 

9 

,,  (Imported) 

... 

. . . 

Pork 

177 

7 

Bacon 

... 

... 

Fruit... 

• . . 

• • . 

Other  Foods  : 

8 

0 

Total  ... 

978 

3 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle, 

excldg 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

922 

— 

333 

4617 

1017 

Number  inspected 

922 

• — 

333 

4617 

1017 

A ll  diseases  except  T uber- 
culosis 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

3 

1 

7 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

339 

- 268 

117 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuber- 
culosis 

37*09 

0-3 

59 

11-6 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

1 

3 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

36 

49 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  tuber- 
culosis 

< c ■' 

4-01 

• — 

r f ■■  — 

— 

51 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  DISEASES  FOUND  IN  THE 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 


Abscesses 
Carcinoma 
Cirrhosis 
Cloudy  Swelling 
Congestion 

Cavernous  Angioma  ... 
Decomposition 
Distomum  Hepaticum 
Dropsy  and  Emaciation 
Diamonds  Disease 
Echinococcus 
Fatty  Degeneration 
Imperfect  Bleeding  ... 
Inflammation... 

Injury 

Migrating  Distoma  ... 

Milk  Spots 
Nephritis 
Pericarditis 
Peritonitis 
Pleurisy 
Pneumonia 

Pneumonia  (septic)  ... 
Parasites 

Pentastomum  Denticulatum 
Pyaemia  (Umbilical)... 
Pyrexia 

Septicaemia  ... 

Strongylus  Rufescens 
Strongylus  Paradoxis 
Tortion  of  Spleen 
T uberculosis  ... 


Total 


8 

4,699 

978  stones  3 lbs.  or  13,695  lbs. 


Lbs. 

769 

14 

1,350 

74 

147 

12 

112 

3,194 

125 

6 

56 

84 

50 

94 

45 

169 

61 

1 

1 

10 

73 

166 

18 

24 

42 

60 

1,760 

80 

387 

31- 
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Urban  District  of  Hexham,  1939. 


Inspection  of  Factories^  Workshops  & Workplaces, 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(4) 

Factories  (including  Laundries) 

29 

15 

. • • 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’ 

premises) 

11 

2 

... 

Total  ... 

40 

/ 

17 

2.- — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars. 


(1) 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  ... 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  ( insufficient 
Conveniences  j unsuitable,  defective 
(S.7)  ( not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences 

(Not  including  offences  relating 
to  Home  Work  or  offences  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  (Factories  and  Work- 
shops Transfer  of  Powers)  Order, 
1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories 
Act,  1937). 


No.  of  Defects. 

Number  of 
defects  in 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

respect  of 
which  Prose- 
cutions were 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

instituted 

(5) 

5 

5 

• • • 

* * * 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. • • 

• • . 

• . . 

1, 

1 

d • . 

3 

3 

. • . 

2 

2 

. . . 

1 

1 

. • • 

19 

19 

31 

31 

... 

... 

f 


Total 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

Section  6 (1)  and  (4). 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  (registered)  in  district  ...  26 

Approximate  number  of  cows  kept  ...  ...  ...  445 

THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936. 
Supplementary  Licences  Granted  (Pasteurised  Milk)  3 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

Registration  of  Retail  Purveyors  during  Year  ...  1 

Registration  of  Dairies  during  Year  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

Renewals  of  Licence  to  Slaughter  ...  ...  ...  21 

New  Licences  Granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

DISINFECTION. 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

,,  ,,  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

School  Rooms  and  Outbuildings,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

School  Books  destroyed  (bundles)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Other  Rooms  and  Outbuildings,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Small  Articles  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Squares  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Mattresses  and  Eiderdowns  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pillows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Blankets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Bedding  destroyed  (lots)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Other  bedding,  beds,  etc.,  when  required 
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